FAQ FOR MUSICIANS
How do I get a gig at The Bee’s Knees?
You can get a gig at The Bee’s Knees in the following ways:  (in order of preference)
1. Email links to on-line recordings of your music to sharon@thebeesknees-vt.com 
2. Send a CD of your music to The Bee’s Knees, p.o. box 461, Morrisville, VT  05661

3. Sign-up to play at an open-mic (the last Saturday of the month) and let Jay or Sharon (the owners) know of your interest when you sign up.

If your music is a “good fit” for The Bee’s Knees, you’ll be contacted with potential dates to play.  A follow-up email is OK if you haven’t received a response in over 30 days (we are a busy café business and do get distracted and we get quite a few inquiries to review).  We are typically (although not always or fully) book 2 months in advance.  Because we get so many requests to play, if you send a request for dates with less than 30 days notice, we not respond.  Along those same lines, if we feel like your “sound” (no matter how good it may be) is not a “good fit” for us, you may not hear back.  We apologize for this but it all gets to be too much sometimes.
How are musicians compensated for their work?

Musicians play for tips, food and drink.  We are a small café that is committed to accessible music (hence, no cover charge).  Our custom is to prime the tip basket with a $10 bill taped to the outside of the tip basket.  Our community is known to be relatively generous tippers- thanking and praising your audience for their reputation of generosity we’ve noticed is the most effective method for encouraging tips.  If you need more of an income guarantee, we are not the place for you.  We are known for fresh, delicious food.  We have not put limits on what musicians can order, but please be aware that our profit-margin is slim and be respectful.   
How can I promote my gig?

1. The Bee’s Knees publishes on their web page and in print version a monthly music calendar with links to musicians’ web sites and short descriptions of their music (see www.thebeesknees-vt.com for typical descriptions).  We also update a facebook and myspace page.  Include your preferred description in an email correspondence.  This calendar is also emailed to the following:

· Seven Days (dan@sevendaysvt.com )

· Burlington Free Press (metro@bfp.burlingtonfreepress.com
· News & Citizen (Morrisville) (news@newsandcitizen.com)

· Radio Vermont, WDEV (jdonovan@radiovermont.com)
· Stowe Reporter  (Stowe) (community@stowereporter.com)

· The Bridge (Montpelier) (mpbridge@sover.net)
· The Hardwick Gazette (Hardwick) (news@thehardwickgazette.com)

· Times Argus (Barre) (news@timesargus.com)

· Vermont Public Radio (rresnick@vpr.net)

· WDEV (wdev@radiovermont.com)

It never hurts to send these sources a more in-depth press release.

2. You can mail promo posters to:  The Bee’s Knees, P.O. Box 461, Morrisville, VT  05661.  They will likely get hung up in the window and around town.  (It helps to label the outside envelope:  for show scheduled _______)  
What time do gigs start?

Evening gigs start at 7:30 and musicians play until 10pm, with a break at your discretion.  We stop serving food at 10:00 and if you stop significantly before then, it can be disappointing for people who have traveled out to catch a little music at the end of the evening.

We sometimes have Sunday afternoon slots which go from 12-2pm.

Do you have a sound system?

We have a 4 input amp (Fender Squier) with 2 speakers.   We have some other equipment (mics, stands, speaker stand etc…) from time to time, but because it comes and goes (it gets packed up with the group that played the night before you) you should be wary of counting on anything more than the amp.
Do you have a tuned piano?

Yes.
Where else can I play in the area to round out my Vermont tour?
The Bristol Bakery hosts music – contact John Moyers at 453-7060 or Jen Parker at the bakery, 453-3280.

Langdon Street Café in Montpelier, Radio Bean in Burlington, and The Skinny Pancake  are comparable venues where musicians also play for tips.  Claire’s Restaurant in Hardwick has live music Thursday evenings for tips.
Morrisville has a year round Farmer’s Artisan Market.  It runs Wednesdays from 3pm-7pm in the River Arts building.  They are looking for musicians.  Contact:  Dov Schiller, 802-310-5318, groove@mtmoosic.com 

Green Mountain Coffee Roasters hosts live music outdoors in the summer in Waterbury.  You can contact Hiata DeFeo at 802-882-2919 or hiata.defeo@gmcr.com 

